Petersen Aces Number Eight

By Chris Strong

It’s fitting, really, that Jim Petersen’s first-ever Wee-Ma-Tuk hole-in-one should be on the eighth hole.

“I had eight holes-in-one up to now, but this is the first one at Wee-Ma-Tuk,” Pete said, seconds after holing an eight iron on the 154-yard par three.

You see, it’s Jim Petersen’s golf course. As the head of Golf Partners, Inc., Pete is the owner of Wee-Ma-Tuk Country Club, as well as the recently-purchased Canton Public Golf Course, formerly the Canton Country Club.
It was 11:30 AM on Wednesday, July 8, when the foursome composed of Petersen, Mark Johann, Jeff Reed, and Rick Gaa began teeing off on number 8. Reed’s shot made the green. Petersen’s did the same--and rolled into the cup. 

There was immediate celebration, most of it by Gaa, who had just witnessed his first ace. Gaa claimed partial credit, as it was he who shouted the obligatory, “Get in the hole!” Pete smiled, but stayed casual. It was, after all, his ninth. 
Pete aced hole number eight in the nick of time: the new design calls for it to be de-commissioned. Nine will be the new eight, and so on, with new holes being constructed farther along.

Pete hit the magic shot with an eight iron, though foursome member Mark Johann offered ten dollars to have it reported as a six-iron. 

Pete just smiled. Everybody did. 

