A Safety Rant
A glance at the Projects-at-a-Glance (Board Page) tells of our two main concerns: pride in our lake environment and the need to use it safely. 

The Lakes Video Project is about pride, as the identifying and direction signs will be. Street lights, no-wake buoys, and water testing are about pride too, as well as about safety. 

The no-wake buoys are new, but the concept of no-wake in coves is not. It’s in the boating rules already (Boating Page.) The narrowness of coves means that a harsh wake damages sea walls and rocks the docks. In addition, high speed in relatively confined areas increases the chance of an accident. 

Vicki and I were surprised when we encountered a family gathering on a pontoon boat and a jet ski, both screaming past the new buoy in Country Club cove. These were big-lake residents, and not newcomers. We were incensed enough to stop and remind them of the rule. They had the grace to apologize--others might have ignored us or offered a single-finger salute. They offered no explanation for ignoring the buoy, though. 
We admonished two members of the same family last summer for launching empty bottles off the deck of their pontoon. They pretended the wind had done it, until we said, “No—we saw you.” Then they apologized. 

Another big-laker opined that the buoy at the end of Ski Cove didn’t need to be there. I told him that there’s a shallow bar right behind the buoy. He told me, “Well, not THAT shallow.” 

Wrong. When the lake is low, there’s about two feet of water above that bar, and it’s not close enough to shore that you’d expect it to be shallow. I know. My trusty depth finder told me. 

And there’s still a very young jet ski driver out there, He does a good job of it, but he’s obviously underage. We don’t want to confront him, in part because his mother is already mad at me for distributing the boating rules booklets last year. 

The WMTLA Board is deeply committed to the safe and respectful use of our lakes. We will continue that commitment, even though there are some residents who don’t seem to share it.

We’ll remind boaters about the rules when we have to. And we’ll scoop up floating trash when we see it. 

We know a lot of you are doing the same.

