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Reliable Sources

“Heard it from a friend who
Heard it from a friend who 
Heard it from another you been messin' around…”
—REO Speedwagon, “Take It on the Run”

In my WMT email was this:

“…I have just been informed from a reliable source (from the big lake) that there has been no recent stocking on sutton-schroeder, even though the Weematuk newsletter says there has been.  

 

Because our dues increased a few years back due to the cost of fish stocking and we are not getting any benefit, we will not be paying dues to landowners any longer. ..” 

I went from disturbed to angry.  Eight days before, I’d spent a drizzly Monday afternoon helping to release a couple of thousand fish into the lakes, including Sutton-Schroeder. I have video footage from that occasion, and from the stocking a year ago. Sutton-Schroeder is easy to identify: there’s a narrow channel between, and a steel cable between two posts. We made jokes about making sure half the fish went each way. 

The video doesn’t lie. But someone does. 
I fired off a reply to this effect, and later talked to the complainant, who was reluctant to name his “reliable source.” And, as the song goes, the source probably heard it from a friend, who heard it from a friend, who…
I don’t see how it can be written off as a disagreement, or two different interpretations, or even an honest mistake. Somebody back in the rumor chain, perhaps to stir up discord, or just to feel important, flat-out lied.  
Anybody want to own up? I’ll bet not. There’s a moral cowardice that correlates with rumor-mongering. 
Rumors are poison. A major reason for the existence of this website, as well as the newsletters, is to prevent such things. If you hear a rumor like that, call or email a Board member. We’ll find the answer for you.

Then call up the “reliable source” and straighten him or her out.   Please.
