Guests

Old-timers here tell me it’s always been so, but lately we’ve been hearing a bunch of reports of unauthorized boats on the big lake, and fishermen taking out numbers of fish that exceed our limits. (see Fishing Page.)

Some of us have been confronting these non-stickered boats. So far all of them have appeared to fit the definitions of those allowed on the lake, namely big-lake landowners and guests of same.

The board has been operating on a legal opinion that allows WMTCC members (the club owns lake property,) and small-lake WMTLA members (guests of the proprietors of the launch.)

The guest question is daunting. Most of us define a guest as someone who uses a landowner’s facilities with explicit knowledge and permission. Beyond that—or within that—it gets murky. Is the permission a day-specific one, or a drop-by-anytime? Does the landowner know, at any given time, what guests are on the lake? Is there, or should there be, a limit on simultaneous guests?
We don’t know. Because of the recent complaints, the Board is investigating these questions, and pursuing methods of identifying guests at a distance, obviating the need to confront them. 

That said, it’s always proper for any of us to ask un-stickered boaters what their status is, and perhaps remind them of boating and fishing rules. Lacking our own police force, it’s up to all of the lake folks—large and small—to encourage people to follow the rules.
In the meantime, we’re working on it.

