Forty Miles of Bad Road
I need to be clear here: I’m writing as a citizen and a taxpayer, and not as a representative of the WMTLA or its Board.

The ongoing disharmony between the Putman Township Board of Trustees and the Township Road Commissioner has spotlighted a number of head-scratching issues. I’ll use Q&A form:

Can the Board fire the Commissioner?

No. He’s an elected official. As such, he can be terminated only by the County Engineer {Bill Kuhn, 430 E. Oak Street Canton, IL 61520-3155 Telephone: (309) 647-0351; email: Fultonch@fultonco.org}. 
From HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER’S HANDBOOK, JUNE 2005 {www.dot.state.il.us/blr/p018.pdf}
Three landowners of the Road District may petition the County Engineer. If after a

hearing, the County Engineer determines the roads are in need of repair, and that

they are not being properly maintained, he can order the Commissioner to make

the repairs. If there are sufficient funds available to make the repairs and the

Commissioner willfully disobeys the order of the County Engineer, the

Commissioner can be charged in circuit court and, if found guilty, can be removed

from office. (605 ILCS 5/6-401)
Can the voters recall the Commissioner?

No. According to the Township Officials of Illinois, (www.toi.org) {3217 Northfield Dr., Springfield, IL 62702; (217) 744-2212 or Toll-free (866) 897-4688, no recall or impeachment procedure exists for township officials.   
Questions persist about repairs (some have pointed out that the Commissioner’s repairs often result in something worse than the original damage), the absence of repairs, the care of equipment, and the use of funds. In the face of all this, the Commissioner has refused to meet with the Board of Trustees (see news story on the left.) 

The Commissioner may have good reasons for his actions—but it will be very difficult to learn what they are.

I’m not feeling very well served right now. 

If you’d like to express yourself on this issue, please use our Facebook page (www.facebook.com.) Search for Wee-Ma-Tuk, then click on Discussions tab.
